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into the nasal passages and the mouth. If
it goes down into the windpipe it may cause
suffocation by closing the tube to air. Diph-
theria causes great weakness and nervousness
and is frequently accompanied by other
diseases, and paralysis may follow at any
time within a few weeks after the attack.
Within recent years serious epidemics have
been prevented by the isolation of patients,
and the severity of attacks has been lessened
wonderfully by early inoculation with an
antitoxin prepared for that especial purpose
(see sebum therapy). If the antitoxin is
administered in time, it is almost as certain
a specific as vaccination is for smallpox.
Therefore parents should lose no time in con-
sulting a physician as soon as their children
show a diseased condition of the throat, or a
tendency towards it.
Because of the highly-contagious character
of this disease, very strict precautions should
be taken during the course of an attack. Not
only should the patient be kept isolated, but
the bedding and everything else in the sick
room should be thoroughly disinfected. After
recovery the house must be completely fumi-
gated. In case of suspected exposure, those
liable to contract the disease should be in-
oculated.
DIPHTHONG, dif thong, or dip'thong, a
coalition or union of two vowels in one sylla-
ble. In uttering a proper diphthong both
vowels are pronounced, but the two sounds
are so blended as to form one syllable, as in
void, "bough. The term Improper diphthong
is applied to- the union in one syllable of two
or more vowels, of which only one is sounded,
as in "bean.
DIPLOMACY, the science or art of con-
ducting .political negotiations between na-
tions; the branch of knowledge which deals
with the relations of independent States to
one another; the agency or management of
envoys accredited to a foreign court; the
forms of international negotiations. Car-
dinal Richelieu is generally considered as the
founder of that regular and uninterrupted
intercourse between governments which exists
at present among almost all the Christian
powers.
Diplomatic agents are of several degrees:
1, ambassadors; 2, envoys extraordinary and
ministers plenipotentiary; 3, ministers resi-
dent; 4, charges d'affaires. Besides these, each
legation has its secretary and military and
naval attaches. The four grades of repre-
 sentatives in the diplomatic service are dis-
cussed under their titles in these volumes.
Related   Articles.      Consult   the    following
titles for additional information:
Ambassador
Charge d' Affaires
Envoy Extraordinary
Minister Kesident
DIP'PER, or WATER OUZEL, a remark-
able little singing bird, closely related to the
thrushes, but resembling the wrens in ap-
pearance, especially in its up-tilted tail. It
is covered with very close, water-proof plum-
age and lives about streams, often in the
vicinity of waterfalls, into which it dashes
in a perfectly fearless manner. At times
it goes entirely through a cascade and finds
in the crevices of the rocks back of the
water, dry places where it can build its
dome-shaped nests and rear its young. The
dipper is a rather dark bird with a white
breast, and as it moves about it jerks its
tail upward and bobs its head downward.
There are several species of dippers found
in Asia, northern Europe and the high re-
gions in the western parts of the United
States and Canada.
DIP'TERA.    See insects.
DIRECTORY, the executive body of five
men appointed to direct the government of
France in 1795. According to the constitu-
tion, one member of the Directory was to re-
tire each year to make way for a new mem-
ber. Its dealings with internal affairs made
the body unpopular, and its military policy
led to its complete overthrow by Napoleon
in 1799. It was succeeded by the Consulate.
See napoleon I.
DIRIGIBLE BALLOON, a type of lighter-
than-air craft, in form a large cigar-shaped
balloon equipped with power plants and
propellers for movement and control vanes
for steering.
The first successful attempt to apply power
to a free balloon was accomplished in 1852
when Henri Giifard built in Paris a cylin-
drical bag containing 80,000 cubic feet of gas
and suspended from it a three horse power
steam engine equipped with a propeller.
This "dirigible" had a speed of four miles
an hour in still air and was maneuvered by
means of a rudder. With the development
of the internal combustion gasoline engine
late in nineteenth century a power source
having the necessary lightness was available.
Using crude gasoline engines, Alberto Santos
Dumont about the beginning of the twentieth
century constructed several airships in which
he made trips in the vicinity of Paris.

